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A quick summary of the book: The Maze runner is a science fiction book; the 
book is about a group of young boys who have no memory of their past life and 
they’re trapped in a massive maze. The maze is changed every night, therefore 
the boys cannot escape. Due to the frightening grievers no boy dares to search 
the maze at night. But soon Thomas arrives and everything changes…  

Film Review: The film was remarkable. Although there were differences made in 
the film to the book, it didn’t make much of a difference. The opening scene was 
intriguing, it gave you hints on what was to come. Due to some parts of the sce-
ne, the film started to lose my inter�ests at times. But, they were only minor is-
sues. At times, certain scenes would go on for too long, however soon after 
something eye�catching would happen! Even though I’d read the book before 
the film, it wasn’t boring. The film had new scenes additionally added to not bore 
the viewer!  

Book Review: As much as I loved the film, I prefer the book. The book would 
ex�plain more thoroughly what happened. It didn’t have additional scenes which 
were useless at times. I really enjoyed the book as I could imaging the characters 
and the maze clearly in my mind; everything was described excellently! The only 
downside to the book was I didn’t like how some of the characters got killed. The 
ending of the first series didn’t feel right, it could have been a happier ending! 
However, I like the fact there is a series to go along with it meaning the series will 
take a while to read! Even though the book and film were both great, there is al-
ways only 1 win�ner…*drum roll please*……….. T 

he winner is the book! Due to the film be�ing different to the book (in some 
small scenes), the winner had to be the book as it is original and it is an astound-
ing book in general! Take a look if you get the chance!  





Today’s special guest is Mrs Chester Davies, who started at St. Edmund’s in 2021. 

Hello Miss, where did you work before St Edmund’s? 

Before I came to St. Edmund’s I was up at  Castleview, which  was VERY different. 
There are some amazing teachers up there and some lovely pupils, but on occasion 
the behaviour could be quite challenging! Helped me to develop massively! 

Where is your ideal holiday destination? 

I would love to go to Fiji! It looks so tropical and different to anywhere in Europe. I 
am very lucky to have travelled extensively when I was younger and used to per-
form on cruise ships, so I have seen a lot of the world already! 

If you could teach one other subject, what would it be? 

Well given my previous life, I suppose it would be Dance! I danced for many years, 
and even performed with singers such as James Brown and Tom Jones! I still have 
some of my sparkly outfits in the loft I think! 

Finally, any words of advice for Year 11? 

Too many of you give up too easily! Show some resilience! If we all gave up when 
we hit a snag, nothing would get done! Plan what you need to do so when barriers 
do appear, you can  navigate them more easily.  

I talk to the English department’s best teacher 
about cruises, dancing and her sparkly 
outfits…..  



Prime minister Rishi Sunak is facing increasing pressure to look at energy bills 
after two companies recently posted massive profits. Both Shell and BP an-
nounced they had made over £30 billion in the last economic years, with some 
critics believing that they are ‘profiting on others misery’. As prices are warned 
that they could continue to rise, it seems only a matter of time before the gov-
ernment—or the people—are forced to act. 

Both police and press continue to be mystified by 
the disappearance of Leicestershire Mum of two 
Nicola Bulley. Mrs Bulley disappeared whilst walk-
ing her dog last week, and police have found mini-
mal evidence at the scene. 

Her husband says that he is continuing to remain 
strong for their children, but as time continues to 
tick it is becoming increasingly unlikely she will be 
found. Thoughts and prayers go out to her family 
at this difficult time. 

Finally, Turkey and Syria were struck be devas-
tating earthquakes earlier this week, costing 

thousands of people their lives. The devastating 
power of the natural world should never be un-
derestimated, and we must continue to honour 

and protect our environment in accordance 
with the CST values of Laudato Si.  









Who was Edith Stein? Read on to find out about 
one of our tutor profiles... 

From reading the works of St. Teresa of Jesus, Stein was drawn to 
Catholicism, and on 1 January 1922 she was baptized into the Ro-
man Catholic Church. She then took a position teaching German lit-
erature and history at St. Magdalena College for Girls in Speyer, 
where she taught for 9 years. In 1931 Stein attempted once more to 
habilitate, but despite encouragement, her Potenz und Akt – the 
second of three works that attempted to reconcile phenomenology 
with the philosophy of Thomas Aquinas  – she was again unsuccess-
ful.  

In 1932, she obtained a position teaching philosophy at the German Institute for 
Pedagogical Science in Münster. However, she was removed from her position in 
the spring of 1933 due to her Jewish ancestry. No longer able to teach in Germa-
ny, Stein was admitted to the Discalced Carmelite monastery in Cologne the fol-
lowing October, taking on the religious name Teresa Benedicta of the Cross. It 
was during this time that she wrote her last major work Endliches und ewiges 
Sein. In 1938 she fled Germany to the Carmelite monastery in Echt for safety. On 
2 August 1942, she was arrested by the Nazis and sent to Auschwitz. She died on 
9 August 1942. Edith Stein was canonized by Pope John Paul II – himself a stu-

dent of phenomenology, having written 
his Habilitationschrift on Max Scheler’s ethics – on 11 
October 1998.  

At St. Edmund’s we continue to celebrate Stein as one of 
our 8 tutors, and pray for the dignity and strength she 
showed throughout her life. Stein used all of her faith 
and her Catholic mission to fight the Nazi’s oppression 
and illustrate that ‘I can achieve all things with the help 
of God that strengthens us’. 



As Bishop Phillip Egan continues to promote his ten year strategy for the Ports-
mouth Diocese, it is important that we all take a moment to think about how we 
can contribute in our daily life and mission. The Bishop’s ‘six holy habits’ will al-
low each of us to strengthen both our resolve and relationship with the Lord, and 
improve our ability to deal with some of the stresses and strains that present 
themselves to us as young people in Portsmouth today.  

Although some of these habits may prove to be 
more trying than others, ultimately the chance to 
say prayer—and reflect silently on the day we have 
enjoyed—is the most important. We are consistently 
told to reflect and practice mindfulness for our well-
being, and the opportunity for prayer is a perfect ex-
ample of this. Bishop Philip recognises we all need a 
moment to step away from the hamster wheel of 
our daily life and think about what we could do 
better; how we can improve, how we can help oth-
ers, and how we can show the true meaning of what 
it is to be Catholic today. 

Please take the time to  read the letter on the Ports-
mouth Catholic Diocese website if you haven't done 
so already. 



Praying today that the flaws we see in others, 
we would see in ourselves and it would cause 

compassion and necessary change.  

Lord, would you take the speck from our eyes 
and help us to see how we put fire to an issue. 

Humble us and strip all that promotes judg-
ment, negativity, lack of empathy, and disunity 

among your precious children. 

Amen. 

‘I can do all things with the help of God that 
strengthens me’ -Philippians 4:13 


