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Top 10
By Lily Robson, Y11

In this month’s issue, | will be listing the ‘Top 10 Ways to Brighten Up Your
Winter'. Making the list is:

1. Lighting As Many Candles As Possible- A great way to provide a bit
of warmth to your house in this dark and gloomy season- but don't
try this at someone else’s house, as you may be arrested for arson.

2. Enjoying Homecooked Classics- In this cold period, treating yourself
to some warming meals from scratch will be sure to brighten up this

winter. Find the full selection in the ready meal aisle.
3. Having Hot Drinks- Missing the heat2 Well indulging in a warm
beverage like hot chocolate will give you that much needed
boost.
4. Hitting the Gym- Feeling guilty now that the festivities are over?
Same.
5. Hibernate

6. Stay Active- Even though it may cold, getting out is a great way to
cheer you up, even if it's something simple like going for a stroll in

the park.

/. Going On a Holiday- The best way to beat the winter chills is to get

away to an exotic location, like Cornwall.
8. Having a Movie Marathon- appropriate films only.
9. Long Showers- Having hot showers is a brilliant way to relax and
provide heat from the cold.
10. Turn On All The Lights- It will make it feel like summer. You might
even get a tan.

Check back next issue to see more Top 10 listings!
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Trump: Acquitted and Still Fighting

By Philip Collins White

On December 18t of last year, Donald
Trump was impeached for two charges:
obstruction of Congress and abuse of
power.

The charge of abuse of power was
based off of an anonymous whistle-
blower, as well as the following
investigation and 28,000 page-report.
This came after Mr Trump’s phone call
with the Ukraine's president in which he
supposedly threatened to withhold
£300m of security aid. According to the
Democrats, Mr Trump was holding this
money ransom until the Ukrainian
president investigated Hunter Biden and
his father, Joe Biden (one of the
democratic candidates for 2020
presidential elections). His concern was
supposedly related to the fact that
Hunter Biden had held a board position
at a Ukrainian natural gas company
while his father had been vice president
and in charge of American-Ukrainian
relations.

Whilst this investigation was occurring,

the White House also blocked testimonies

and documents that the House
investigators were searching for. This led
the Democrats to also charge Mr Trump
on the grounds of obstruction of
Congress.

Now, 5th February 2020, the Senate,
mostly made of Republicans, voted
to acquit him of both charges (52-48
on the abuse of power and 53-47 on
the obstruction of Congress). This
means while Donald Trump was
impeached and brought to trial over
his actions, he was not convicted
and no sanctions will be given. Now,
Donald Trump is attempting to run
for president next year, the first
impeached president to ever do so.
His campaign said that he ‘has been
totally vindicated’, and that ‘the do-
nothing Democrats know they can’t
beat him so they had to impeach
him.’
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On the evening before his expected acquittal, Donald Trump made his State of
the Union address (an annual speech made in January by the President,
outlining the administration’s plans for the next year), and while no mention of his
impeachment was made, tensions were high between Mr Trump and the
Democratic Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi. Mrs Pelosi was the person to first
launch impeachment efforts last year. At the beginning of the speech Mr Trump
ignored Mrs Pelosi’'s offer of a handshake; then at the end of the speech Mrs
Pelosi shocked the audience by tearing a copy into two. Whilst many critics
have said that this was an improper and rude action, the Speaker claimed that
it was the ‘courteous thing to do, considering the alternatives’.

While Trump may still be in power, the long-term effects of this impeachment
trial, especially those directly involved in the election, remain unknown. For
some, the reputation of Mr Trump may seem to be shattered beyond repair by
this ordeal, however Trump's core support base are often strong-willed and
unlikely to be dissuaded. It may in fact be that Biden suffered a greater
damage to his reputation, as he is still in the democratic primaries for presidential
election.
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School Facilities: Trini
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|l o Are you needing a quiet space
and/or someone to talk to?

e Are you feeling stressed, anxious or
overwhelmed about anything?

o Drop into the Trinity Suite at
breaktime.

* Lunchtime clubs for all.

o Offer ‘first ald’ for mental health
and emotional well-being.

« Bereavement support and
counselling.

Break: 10.45 - 11.10 am
lunch: 1.15- 145pm ||
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Is this the beginning of a new low?

By Caitlin Jones, Y11

More than fifty people have been killed as
aresult of a large stampede of Iranians
gathering for the burial of a leading
commander that was killed in a US drone
strike.

Qasem Soleimani’s hometown of Kerman,
Iran, held the overwhelming gathering.
The deaths have resulted in the ceremony
being delayed. This burial is the last of a
series of funeral events that have brought
million on to the streets of Iran. Soleimani’s
killing has raised fears of a conflict
between the US and Iran.

The head of the Quds force, which is an
overseas operations arm, was tasked with
defending and projecting Iranian interests
abroad -he was hailed as a hero by many
in his home country. Iran immediately
threatened retaliation after his death. On
the other hand, to the US, Soleimani was a
terrorist, leading President Donald Trump
to state that he was acting on an
“imminent” threat. Vast numbers were
drawn into the south-eastern Iranian city
of Kerman as the funeral procession was
approaching. Eyewitnesses stated that
the “streets were not wide enough to hold
the number of people and, with other
roads closed off, there was nowhere to
escape to.”

A coroner quoted on Iran’s Isna news
agency that the death toll has
reached 50, with those injured
surpassing 200. Reportedly, the
mourners in Kerman chanted, “death
to America” and “death to Trump”.

Across the globe, reactions have
occurred. Reportedly, the US denied a
visa for Iran’s Foreign Minister Javad
Zarif to visit the UN in New York this
upcoming week. This move appears to
breach an agreement guaranteeing
foreign officials access to UN
headquarters. Additionally, America
has denied that it has pulled out of
Iraq, despite a previous letter from a US
general suggesting that there would
be a withdrawal.
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By Marinela Pervataj, Y8

Chinese New Year, is a sensational and vibrant celebration, spanning across
two weeks and rejoiced by over 200 million people globally. The festival has a
history of over 3,000 years. Celebrations on lunar New Year's Day can be
dated back to 3000 B.C. Over the centuries new traditions were added and
celebrations became more extravagant . January 25" marked the year of the
rat, however amid fears of the coronavirus meant that many celebrations
were unfortunately impeded.

Consequently, China has taken the extraordinary step of extending the Lunar
New Year holiday, in some places by more than a week, in an effort to
contain the deadly coronavirus. Some cities have also been effectively
quarantined which has caused major issues for the world’s second largest
economy.

Beijing was flourishing with red lanterns last week, with colour engulfing the
whole city. Every street, building, and house where Spring Festival is
celebrated was decorated with red. It is the main colour for the festival, as red
is believed to be auspicious. Red Chinese lanterns are hung in streets; red
couplets are pasted on doors; banks and official buildings are decorated with
red New Year pictures depicting images of prosperity. As 2020 will be a year of
the Rat, decorations related to rats will be commonly seen along with red rat
dolls for children and New Year paintings with rats on.
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Climate change and pollution challenging
Venice?

By Charlotte Golding, Y11
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Australian Bushfires

By Mia Laver, Y9

28 people have so far been killed
including four firefighters and an
estimated 10 milion hectares bush,
forest and parks across Australia has
burned. Over 1 billion animals have
been killed.

It is believed that the fires were started
by people. One third of koalas have
been wiped out from existence.

About 130 fire continue to burn across
New South Wales state, destroying more
than 900 homes, with 31 more fires
raging in neighbouring Victoria.

Australia burned so hot that it created its
own thunderstorms and lightning,
condifions similar to a volcanic eruption
or atomic bomb blast.
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Meet the Teacher: Mr Bull

By Caitlin Jones, Y11




